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Thiazole orange (TO) ultra pure grade with p-toluenesulfonate as the counter ion was purchased from AnaSpec (California, USA) and used without further purification. Solutions were made from 18MΩ cm -1 water, the pH was adjusted by adding NaOH (Sigma-Aldrich, Canada). The maximum ionic strength was 0.7 mM.
Absorption and Fluorescence spectroscopy. Absorption spectra were recorded using a
Varian Cary-50 single beam spectrophotometer. The fluorescence spectra were recorded using a Photon Technology International (PTI) quanta master spectrofluorimeter operated 
II. Absorption spectrum of TO in water.
Figure S1: UV/Vis absorption spectrum of TO in water (100 μM).
As can be seen in figure S1 , the absorption spectrum of TO in aqueous solution indicates a mixture of both monomeric (500 nm) and dimeric (472 nm) forms of the molecule. As can be seen in figure S3 , the fluorescence excitation spectrum of the complex formed between TO and calix[4]arene sulfonate matches with the absorption spectrum. In the 
